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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To simply prepare and 
register a home page. 

SOLUTION: At a user terminal 1 , a message editing part 
19c selects the constitution and the back ground of the 
home page from a memory 1 1 , edits/ prepares the home 
page including image information photographed by a 
camera 12 and messages and decides a category from 
previously prepared category information. Prepared home 
page data and category are transmitted to a server 2 
through internet 3. At the server 2, home page data are 
sorted by the category to be stored in a home page 
storing part 27 at the time of receiving home page data 
and the category, and a URL(uniform response locator) 
registering processing part 25 decides a URL of the home 
page and sends the URL back to the user terminal 1 
sending the home page. At the time of receiving the URL, 



the user terminal 1 outputs information including home 
page data to paper by an output device 1 4. 
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[Title of the Invention] HOMEPAGE PREPARING AND REGISTERING 
METHOD AND SYSTEM, INTERACTIVE MULTI-MEDIA 
INFORMATION INPUT UNIT, AND RECORDING MEDIUM 
RECORDING INTERACTIVE MULTI-MEDIA INFORMATION INPUT 
PROGRAM 

[0033] Fig. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a typical flow of 
preparation and registration processings of a homepage. This 
homepage preparation and registration processing comprises an idling 
phase, a photographing phase, a message editing phase, a data 
transfer phase, a data processing phase, and a URL output phase. 

• Idling phase 

At a user terminal 1, during idling, a demo-display section 19a 
displays a demo-screen on a display section 10 (step 31). The demo- 
screen displays the operating method, a completed homepage, and the 
like. A trigger for starting is user's casting a coin through the coin 
casting port 16 (step 32). Upon casting the coin, the message editing 
section 19c issues a message to the effect of starting preparation of 
a homepage to the display section 10 to display a brief operating 
description (step 33). Then, the process transfers to the next 
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photographing phase through a user's action (pressing a start 
button) (step 34). 

• Photographing phase 

The message editing section 19c selects the homepage 
configuration and background (Fig. 5) from the memory 11 (step 35), 
and conducts photographing by use of a camera (step 36). Selection 
of a background comprises selecting a desired one from among several 
background patterns displayed by means of an input unit 13, and 
pressing the configuration button. The message editing section 19c 
determines a category for viewing the homepage from the kind of the 
selected background, stores the same as category information (step 
37), and transfers to the next phase for message editing. 

• Message editing phase 

A single message meeting the name and configuration is entered 
from the input unit 13, and the homepage is completed in the message 
editing section 19c (step 38). For input of the name, several main 
names are previously registered in Hiragana, Katakana or alphabet 
characters for selection by the user. A name not previously 
registered can be entered by separately selecting characters. After 
the completion of input, the process advances to the data transfer 
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phase. 

• Data transfer phase 

The message editing section 19c automatically converts the 
completed homepage into an HTML form (step 39), and generates data 
for a page of the homepage. A typical homepage configuration is 
shown in Fig. 6. The data transfer section 19d adds category 
information to the generated homepage, and then, transfers the file 
to a server 2 connected via ISDN. Thereafter, the data transfer 
section 19d waits for URL information returned from the server 2 
after the completion of the data processing phase, and after 
receiving, the process moves to the URL output phase. 

• Data processing phase 

In the server 2, the homepage registration section 24 classifies 
the received homepage data into categories, and saves the classified 
data in the homepage accumulating section 27 (steps 41 and 42). 
The URL registration control section 25 determines URL for each 
category, registers the index on a prescribed page of this service, 
and automatically set a link for accessing the homepage data from 
the index (step 43). Finally, the URL determined by the processing 
section 26 is transmitted to the user terminal 1, thus completing the 



process of the server 2. 
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• URL output phase 

At the user terminal 1, the URL output section 19e edits the 
URL received from the server 2, the photo taken previously, and the 
entered message, and outputs the result. The URL is in the form of 
a sticker so as to permit attachment to a business card. 



6 

[Fig. 4] 

(1) User terminal 1 side 

(2) Server 2 side 

(3) Idling phase 

(4) Photographing phase 

(5) Message editing phase 

(6) Data transfer phase 

(7) Data processing phase 

(8) URL output phase 

(9) Connection 

(10) Connect to user terminal 1 

(11) Transmit 

(12) <Disconnect after transmission 

(13) File transfer 

(14) Connect to server 2 

31: Display initial (demo-)screen 

32: Start (cast coin)? 

33: Display operation descriptive screen 

34: Start operation? 

35: Display/select configuration and background of homepage 

36: Enter photographed image from camera 12 

37: Determine/store category of homepage 
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38: Edit homepage (input, selection of message, name, etc.) 
39: Convert completed homepage into HTML 

40: Transmit homepage data after HTML conversion and category 

information to server 2 
41: Receive homepage data after HTML conversion and category 

information from user terminal 1 
42: Classify/register homepage data and category information 
43: Determine URL for each category information 
44: Transmit determined URL to user terminal 1 
45: Receive URL from server 2 
46: Edit URL, photographed image and message 
47: Output edited URL, photographed image and message 
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